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situation becomes a \icious circle in which it is increasingly
difficult for the child (whether boy or girl) to get free of this
unwise intimacy and mutual dependence.
For the mother to indulge herself and the children in this way
is undesirable even when the children are young. It becomes
seriously harmful when boy or girl is approaching adolescence.
There is a serious risk that the children may become permanently
tied to the mother's needs, unable to grow up in their own
feelings. Many a son whose father has died early becomes a
bachelor, and, under cover of excessive devotion to his mother,
develops deep hatred and distrust of her because he feels she
has robbed him of his manhood.
In a typical example, a boy of ten or eleven years was en-
couraged to sleep with his mother after father's death in order to
comfort her. He developed marked girlish characteristics (crying
and blushing easily, being shy among adults, clinging to his
mother); and he became inhibited in his school work and unable
to achieve what was expected from him in view of his intelligence
and previous character.
Once such a situation is brought about, moreover, the mother
often finds it increasingly difficult to take the step of turning
the boy out of her bed, since she imagines he will (as he may) take
this as a serious rebuff and will never forgive her. It is far better
never to begin the practice.
An instance of grave disturbance due to the same mistake, but
at an earlier age, is of a young man of twenty, who came for
psychoanalytic treatment because of his great fear of his exclusive
concern with men and complete lack of interest in girls or women.
Along with this went increasingly hostile feelings towards his
mother, which distressed both of them. On the surface he was a
devoted and admiring son, but he found himself more and more
often overcome by gusts of violent irritation and less and less
able to talk to her frankly and intimately. On the other hand,
his longings for an intimate relation with men, his love and ad-
miration for them, were very intense. He spoke of a particular
man friend in the romantic and idealizing way in which most
boys would speak of the first girl with whom they fell in love.
At the same time he had impulses of cruelty towards the young
men he was drawn to, with phantasies of hurting them and
triumphing over them. The outlook for his future seemed
gravely unsatisfactory.